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first published in 1963 in east germany they divided the sky
tells the story of a young couple living in the new socialist
east germany whose relationship is tested to the extreme not only
because of the political positions they gradually develop but
very concretely by the berlin wall which went up on august 13
1961 the story is set in 1960 and 1961 a moment of high political
cold war tension between the east bloc and the west a time when
many thousands of people were leaving the young german democratic
republic the gdr every day in order to seek better lives in west
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germany or escape the political ideology of the new country that
promoted  the  farmer  and  peasant  state  over  a  state  run  by
intellectuals or capitalists the construction of the wall put an
end to this hemorrhaging of human capital but separated families
friends and lovers for thirty years the conflicts of the time
permeate the relations between characters in the book at every
level  and  strongly  affect  the  relationships  that  rita  the
protagonist has not only with colleagues at work and at the
teacher s college she attends but also with her partner manfred
an intellectual and academic and his family they also lead to an
accident attempted suicide that send her to hospital in a coma
and that provide the backdrop for the flashbacks that make up the
narrative wolf s first full length novel published when she was
thirty five years old was both a great literary success and a
political scandal accused of having a decadent attitude with
regard  to  the  new  socialist  germany  and  deliberately
misrepresenting the workers who are the foundation of this new
state wolf survived a wave of political and other attacks after
its publication she went on to create a screenplay from the novel
and participate in making the film version more importantly she
went on to become the best known east german writer of her
generation a writer who established an international reputation
and never stopped working toward improving the socialist reality
of the gdr published in english

when the quest for christa t was first published in east germany
ten years ago there was an immediate storm bookshops in east
berlin were given instructions to sell it only to well known
customers professionally involved in literary matters at the
annual meeting of east german writers conference mrs wolf s new
book was condemmed yet the novel has nothing eplicity to do with
politics

medea is among the most notorious women in the canon of greek
tragedy a woman scorned who sacrifices her own children to her
jealous rage in her gripping new novel christa wolf explodes this
myth revealing a fiercely independent woman ensnared in a brutal
political battle medea driven by her conscience to leave her
corrupt homeland arrives in corinth with her husband the hero
jason he is welcomed but she is branded the outsider and then she
discovers the appalling secret behind the king s claim to power
unwilling to ignore the horrifying truth about the state she
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becomes a threat to the king and his ruthless advisors abandoned
by jason and made a public scapegoat she is reviled as a witch
and a murderess long a sharp eyed political observer christa wolf
transforms  this  ancient  tale  into  a  startlingly  relevant
commentary on our times possessed of the enduring truths so
treasured in the classics and yet with a thoroughly contemporary
spin her medea is a stunningly perceptive and probingly honest
work of fiction

cassandra daughter of the king of troy is endowed with the gift
of prophecy but fated never to be believed after the fall of troy
in a stream of memories associations reflections she comes to an
understanding of her own life and of war this is a recreation of
a classical myth

a revisionist account of medea the sorceress of greek mythology
famous for her cruelty and manipulation of men here she is
presented as a kind woman victimized by men by a german author

the  most  ambitious  novels  of  christa  wolf  and  uwe  johnson
kindheitsmuster and jahrestage have remarkable similarities in
both novels a woman narrator seeks to recall her childhood spent
in the germany of the third reich in the hope of finding some
connection between patterns of behavior developed there and her
own troubled self neither narrator finds a traditional first
person narration possible and each develops a distinctive and
unusual narrative voice the present study provides a detailed
comparative  reading  of  the  two  novels  and  investigates  the
problem of a narrator protagonist alienated from herself by time
trauma and ideology

happiness  and  the  question  of  how  to  define  measure  and
facilitate it has become a key theme in political economic and
social discourses in recent decades in france and elsewhere yet
research on happiness in french culture and film has been limited
given  that  happiness  is  clearly  gendered  this  book  looks
critically at the ways in which contemporary french women s
writing  and  film  give  voice  to  and  critique  conceptions  of
happiness  analysing  french  and  francophone  women  s  writing
including  nina  bouraoui  hélène  cixous  annie  ernaux  camille
laurens leïla slimani delphine de vigan and film including claire
denis céline sciamma and agnès varda i focus on five main areas
images of happiness in consumer and internet culture happiness
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and  intimacy  in  the  family  and  the  home  queering  happiness
migrated happiness and happiness and ageing whilst the happiness
turn is problematic the desire for happiness however fraught
matters  and  i  show  how  representations  of  happiness  in
contemporary french women s writing and film offer alternative
conceptions of happiness that enable us to rethink happiness in
more critical diverse and inclusive terms

christa wolf s mesmerizing short novel a bestseller in germany is
a supreme work of political and philosophical insight by one of
europe s great writers alive with myth and metaphor rich in
historical and literary allusion it draws a nuanced witty and
utterly compelling portrait of a person and a society close to
death yet still capable of recovery

ada escaped her family s self enclosed world to elope with a
mysterious stranger five months later she s a widow in a strange
new world ada was born into a fringe religious sect named for her
father the prophet but her lifelong habit of absolute obedience
was shattered when she fled the family compound to elope with
photographer julian goetz katherine walker s marriage was a sham
she and will rarely spoke without yelling and never touched her
affair brings her both escape and guilt when a tragic plane crash
takes julian from ada and exacerbates katherine s sense of shame
both women become desperately unsure of where they belong in the
world until the devotion of an artistic young boy conspires to
bring them together from award winning novelist christa parrish
still life is a cunningly complex work that captures themes of
abusive religion supernatural love and merciful escape it will
resonate with anyone who has ever felt called to a drastic change
or tried to hear the small whisper of god s voice

a new history of german literature offers some 200 essays on
events in german literary history

narrative and fantasy in the post war german novel a study of
novels by uwe johnson max frisch christa wolf jurek becker and
günter grass investigates the fictions and fantasies invented by
five narrators examining the purpose which the fictions serve
within each text and the means by which each author deliberately
draws  attention  to  them  all  five  authors  are  shown  to  be
concerned with the kinds of stories which ordinary people tell
about themselves and their past lives while some of the texts
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demonstrate the positive power of imagination others point to the
dangers  of  fiction  its  tendency  to  falsify  reality  and  to
encourage escapist and violent fantasies this is the first major
study of this distinctive trend in post war german fiction

reconsideration of the phenomenon of narcissism in the works of a
number of important german writers this important collection of
essays opens new pyschological perspectives on writers such as
tieck goethe freud thomas mann heidegger and thomas bernhard
psychological approaches to literature have grown rapidly in the
last few decades new developments in literary psychoanalysis
mirroring  the  reassessment  of  freud  in  the  psychoanalytic
community particularly important revisions have come both from
the lacanian school and from the field of object relations and
self psychology the latter studies narcissism not only as a
pathological condition but as a healthy and universal aspect of
all psychological reality theorists such as heinz kohut have also
suggested that the transformations of narcissism can be healthy
and  may  contribute  to  the  development  of  wisdom  humour  and
creativity the articles in this volume consider the phenomenon of
narcissism across a wide range of works several reflecting the
current re evaluations of narcissism as a counter challenge to
freudian thought and attitudes

no descriptive material is available for thia title

historical hypothetical but marvelously intense a fascinating
short  novel  by  one  of  europe  s  most  consistently  haunting
novelist kirkus reviews

christa wolf was arguably the best known and most influential
writer in the former east germany having grown up during the nazi
regime she and her family were forced to flee their home like
many others nearly starving to death in the process her earliest
novels  were  controversial  because  they  contained  veiled
criticisms of the communist regime which landed her on government
watch lists her past continued to permeate her work and her life
as she said you can only fight sorrow when you look it in the eye
august is christa wolf s last piece of fiction written in a
single sitting as an anniversary gift to her husband in it she
revisits her stay at a tuberculosis hospital in the winter of
1946 a real life event that was the inspiration for the closing
scenes of her 1976 novel patterns of childhood this time however
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her fictional perspective is very different the story unfolds
through the eyes of august a young patient who has lost both his
parents to the war he adores an older girl lilo a rebellious
teenager who controls the wards sixty years later august reflects
on his life and the things that she taught him written in taut
affectionate prose august offers a new entry into christa wolf s
work and incidentally her first and only male protagonist more
than  a  literary  artifact  this  new  novel  is  a  perfectly
constructed story of a quiet life well lived for both august and
christa wolf the past never dies

the present volume has as its central aim a reassessment of the
works of ivan turgenev for the twenty first century against the
background  of  a  decline  in  interest  in  nineteenth  century
literature the articles gathered here seek to argue that the
period in general and his work in particular still have much to
offer the modern sensibility the volume also offers a great
variety of approaches some of the contributors tackle major works
by turgenev including rudin and smoke while others address key
themes that run through all his creative work yet others address
his influence as well as his broader relationship with russian
and other cultures a final group of articles examines other key
figures in russian literary culture including belinskii herzen
and tolstoi the work will therefore be of interest to students
postgraduates and specialists in the field of russian literary
culture at the same time they will stand as a tribute to the life
and work of professor richard peace a long standing specialist in
nineteenth century russian literature in whose honour the volume
has been compiled

contains alphabetically arranged essays that provide biographical
and critical information about significant contemporary german
fiction  writers  each  with  a  list  of  principal  works  and  a
bibliography
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